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The	average	person	can’t	get	through	the	flood	of	information	in	the	fancy	Haggadahs,	because	people	want	to	eat	and	the	kids	are	restless.”Amazon	offers	at	least	50	different	Haggadot,	priced	from	$1.49	to	$75	each,	not	including	electronic	versions	for	the	Kindle.	You	can	donate	to	help	keep	the	site’s	services	free.iSpeech.orgAnother	effective
option	for	text	to	speech	is	iSpeech.org.	“Teaming	up	with	the	Marvelous	Mrs.	Maxwell	House	plans	to	distribute	more	than	500,000	Haggadahs	online	and	in	retail	store	locations	this	year.	The	Third	Plague,	once	called	“Vermin,”	is	now	called	“Lice.”	For	the	first	of	the	Four	Questions,	which	are	read	by	the	youngest	literate	child,	the	old	version	of
the	Haggadah	said:	“Wherefore	is	this	night	distinguished	from	all	other	nights?”	The	new	Maxwell	houses	puts	it	simply:	“Why	is	this	night	different	from	all	other	nights?”	Mr.	Rosenfeld	said	of	the	old	version,	“What	7-year-old	is	going	to	be	able	to	read	this	and	understand	what	they’re	asking.”	Because	the	changes	are	in	the	English,	not	the
Hebrew,	there	has	been	no	outcry	from	Orthodox	Jewish	leaders,	said	Mr.	Rosenfeld	and	Mr.	Frisch,	both	of	whom	are	Orthodox.	The	Paralink	site,	although	basic	and	somewhat	outdated	in	appearance,	allows	you	to	take	chunks	of	text	and	listen	to	them	in	audio	format,	provided	you	have	Adobe	Flash	capabilities	in	your	web	browser.	Passover
starts	on	the	evening	of	April	19	and	runs	through	April	27.	Sherman-Palladio	also	created	the	cult	hit	The	Gilmore	Girls.	Although	the	Hebrew	text	of	the	Maxwell	House	Hagaddah	hasn’t	changed,	the	design	of	the	book	has	evolved	over	time.	If	you’re	looking	for	a	text-to-speech	service,	you	don’t	have	to	download	expensive	software;	free	online
text-to-speech	services	work	just	as	well	for	most	purposes.	If	you’re	simply	looking	for	an	option	to	turn	paragraphs	of	text	into	sound,	iSpeech	makes	it	easy	to	listen	to	audio	that	sounds	nearly	human.Amazon	PollyAnother	exciting	option	for	text	to	speech	comes	from	a	site	where	you	expect	to	see	almost	everything	these	days	—	Amazon.	Photo
Courtesy:	ReadTheWords	You	have	to	create	an	account	with	ReadTheWords	to	be	able	to	use	its	service.	The	website	itself	may	look	outdated,	but	it	offers	state-of-the-art	audio	options.Text2Speech.orgIf	you’re	looking	for	something	completely	free	that	doesn’t	require	a	membership	or	login,	take	a	look	at	Text2Speech.org.	Until	this	year,	the
Maxwell	House	version	contained	a	traditional	translation	of	the	immutable	Hebrew	and	Aramaic	that	referred	to	God	in	male	terms;	although	Jews	do	not	attribute	a	gender	to	God,	the	Hebrew	uses	the	male	pronoun.	Amazon’s	Polly	service	is	part	of	its	Amazon	Web	Services	(AWS)	suite,	so	it	does	require	an	AWS	account.	ImageAt	a	supermarket	in
Paramus,	N.J.,	the	revised	Haggadah	is	available,	with	no	purchase	required.	The	show	has	won	six	Emmys,	including	Best	Orginal	Comedy,	as	well	as	three	Golden	Globes	and	a	Peabody.	You	can	convert	your	text	into	Spanish,	French,	Italian,	Russian	or	Portuguese	and	take	advantage	of	translation	dictionaries	in	these	languages	as	well	as	German.
The	Maxwell	House	Haggadah	lagged	—	until	now.	Photo	Courtesy:	Amazon	Web	Services	Polly	offers	high-quality	audio	in	multiple	languages,	and	the	audio	sounds	like	a	live	human	reading	text	to	you.	or	its	affiliates	Photo	Courtesy:	Reinhart	Julian/Unsplash	These	days,	we	take	speech	to	text	for	granted,	and	audio	commands	have	become	a	huge
part	of	our	lives.	But	these	changes	are	sure	to	be	the	talk	around	many	Seder	tables	this	Passover	because	this	particular	Haggadah	—	a	retelling	of	the	story	of	the	Exodus,	along	with	commentary	and	prayers	—	is	by	some	estimates	the	most	popular	in	the	world.	Over	50	million	Maxwell	House	Haggadot	have	been	published	since	the	1930s,	said
Elie	Rosenfeld,	chief	executive	of	Joseph	Jacobs	Advertising	in	Manhattan,	an	agency	that	specializes	in	marketing	Jewish	products	and	that	arranges	for	the	Maxwell	House	Haggadah’s	publication.	But	whether	you’re	a	student	or	a	busy	professional,	text-to-speech	services	are	also	available	to	make	reading	large	pieces	of	writing	easier.	Photo
Courtesy:	iSpeech.org	iSpeech	offers	additional	options	that	can	help	you	add	audio	to	your	website	or	blog,	along	with	audio	for	apps	and	face-recognition	software.	©	1996-2014,	Amazon.com,	Inc.	Most	of	what	Polly	provides	is	also	not	free,	but	it’s	impressive.	You	can	embed	the	audio	on	a	website	or	listen	to	it	directly	from	the	site.	Maxwell
House	has	distributed	Haggadahs	for	80	years	in	what	the	company	described	as	the	country’s	longest-running	corporate	promotion.	The	book	was	translated	anew,	by	Henry	Frisch	of	Teaneck,	N.J.,	a	former	high	school	English	teacher	who	taught	a	course	in	the	Bible	as	literature.	You	have	a	few	different	options	for	languages,	speeds	and	accents,
which	gives	you	a	little	flexibility	with	your	speech	audio.	Maisel	to	produce	a	Haggadah,	a	book	Jews	have	used	to	celebrate	the	Passover	seder	for	centuries.	This	site	offers	you	text-to-speech	and	translation	options	on	a	clean,	easy-to-use	interface.	The	Chicago-based	company	is	reportedly	considering	other	divestitures	as	it	looks	to	revamp	its
product	portfolio	in	the	wake	of	disappointing	earnings	and	a	lagging	stock	price.	Even	President	Obama	has	used	the	Maxwell	House	Haggadah,	to	conduct	Seders	in	the	White	House.	Less	than	10	years	earlier,	Maxwell	House	was	first	introduced	to	Jewish	consumers	in	New	York	City.	Maisel	tells	the	story	of	Miriam	“Midge”	Maisel,	a	Jewish
woman	living	in	New	York	City	during	the	late	1950s	struggling	to	make	it	as	a	standup	comedian.	At	the	time,	there	were	no	kosher-for-Passover-certified	coffee	products.	“There	is	an	organic	link	between	the	Maxwell	House	and	The	Marvelous	Mrs.	You	can	listen	to	the	audio	of	your	text	online	or	register	to	download	audio	files.	Photo	Courtesy:
text2speech.org	The	voice	quality	is	somewhat	robotic,	but	its	cadence	is	still	fairly	natural.	Maxwell	House	Hagaddahs	have	been	used	in	White	House	seders	and	have	been	given	to	Jewish	soldiers	on	battlefields.	Text2Speech	allows	you	to	convert	up	to	4,000	characters	of	text	at	a	time	into	audio	for	download.	The	site	includes	tutorials	along	with
samples	and	testimonials.	The	reason	was	a	simple	matter	of	marketing.	Helmreich,	a	professor	of	sociology	and	Jewish	studies	at	the	City	University	of	New	York,	said	that	he	had	acquired	many	“fancy	Haggadahs”	—	filled	with	exegesis	and	commentary	that	can	stretch	a	Seder	out	for	four	or	five	hours—	but	that	he	preferred	the	Maxwell	House
edition	because	it	was	“suffused	with	tradition.”“It	is	the	Haggadah	that	I	used	when	I	was	growing	up	and	it’s	still	around,”	Dr.	Helmreich	said.	Although	there	have	been	scores	of	Haggadot	published	for	all	manner	of	religious,	political	and	artistic	tastes,	and	for	all	pocketbooks,	the	Maxwell	House	version	emerged	as	close	to	the	gold	standard
because	it	provided	an	inexpensive	way	to	provide	a	dozen	or	two	dozen	diners	with	the	same	Hebrew	and	English	text.	Photo	Courtesy:	Paralink	Translator	Paralink	also	includes	translation	services.	“I	wouldn’t	expect	anybody	to	have	complaints.”The	Haggadot	are	shipped	out	of	a	warehouse	in	Chicago	by	Maxwell	House’s	current	corporate
parent,	Kraft	Foods,	and	are	available	in	supermarkets	like	Shop-Rite	and	Pathmark	in	Jewish	neighborhoods.	“It	reminds	me	that	the	essence	and	beauty	of	the	story	lies	in	its	simplicity.	Maxwell	House	was	manufactured	in	Nashville	when	its	corporate	parent,	hoping	to	improve	sales	to	an	important	demographic	group	in	the	New	York	City	market,
first	offered	the	soft-cover	Haggadah	as	a	giveaway	for	every	can	of	coffee	purchased.	Maisel	and	Amazon	teams	was	the	perfect	opportunity	to	both	honor	and	update	the	legacy	of	our	Maxwell	House	Haggadah,”	Naor	Danieli,	brand	manager	for	Maxwell	House,	said	in	a	press	release.	William	B.	In	some	stores	they	are	stacked	near	cardboard
display	cases,	while	in	others	shoppers	must	ask	a	manager	for	one.	But	the	Maxwell	House	Haggadah	has	the	virtue	of	being	free	as	long	as	a	customer	buys	a	can	of	the	coffee,	which	happens	to	be	kosher	for	Passover,	and	many	homes	reuse	the	books	year	after	year.	Not	every	store	has	them,	Mr.	Rosenfeld	said,	adding	a	twist	on	a	classic
Haggadah	phrase.	Maisel	brands,	and	we	quickly	aligned	on	the	idea	of	creating	Midge’s	Haggadah—a	combination	of	the	1958	classic	version	and	Midge’s	amazing	personality.”	The	Marvelous	Mrs.	With	Polly,	you	can	also	create	a	custom	voice	for	your	website	in	a	“newscaster”	or	“conversational”	style.	If	you’re	an	auditory	learner	or	your	eyes	get
fatigued	quickly	from	reading	on	screens,	text	to	speech	can	help,	and	these	services	are	also	ideal	for	people	who	have	vision	or	reading	difficulties.	Convert	plain	text,	PDFs	and	ebooks	to	speech	without	installing	any	software	onto	your	computer,	too.	The	site	offers	over	a	dozen	different	readers	in	various	languages	with	adjustable	speeds,	and
you	can	convert	multiple	types	of	files	into	clear	audio.	The	Haggadah	also	spoke	in	the	thees	and	thous	of	a	flowery	Elizabethan	that	in	the	1930s	seemed	to	give	religious	texts	their	proper	reverential	tone.But	in	recent	decades,	Jewish	denominations	have	been	modernizing	prayer	books.	Paralink	also	offers	a	Chrome	browser	extension	for
convenience.	As	a	result,	Jewish	shop	owners	would	put	their	coffee	in	storage	during	the	holiday,	a	celebration	of	the	Israelites'	deliverance	out	of	slavery	in	Egypt,	and	serve	tea	to	observant	Jewish	customers.	The	reaction	on	social	media	has	been	overwhelmingly	positive.	“Next	year	in	Wal-Mart,”	he	said.	These	are	some	of	the	best	text-to-speech
websites	that	can	help	you.ReadTheWordsReadTheWords	is	a	free	website	that	gives	you	the	ability	to	take	longer	texts	and	convert	them	into	MP3s	that	you	can	download	and	listen	to,	embed	or	even	post	as	podcasts.	This	Passover,	God	is	a	Monarch.On	all	other	Passovers,	the	Haggadah	tells	of	the	Four	Sons,	including	one	who	is	wise	and	one
wicked.	Copies	of	the	Maxwell	House	book	from	1934,	the	1950s	and	1998.Credit...Richard	Perry/The	New	York	TimesAlthough	he	had	never	before	translated	a	Hebrew	book,	Mr.	Frisch	was	chosen,	Mr.	Rosenfeld	said,	because	the	agency	was	looking	for	someone	who	would	simply	tweak	the	existing	text	without	substantially	altering	its	meaning	or
adding	commentary.The	new	Haggadah	does	not	refer	to	“leavened	or	unleavened	bread”	but	prefers	“bread	or	matzoh”	so	children	can	better	understand.	MORE	FROM	QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET	Continue	reading	the	main	storyWhy	is	this	Haggadah	different	this	Passover	from	all	other	Passovers?On	all	other	Passovers,	this	Haggadah
describes	God	as	a	King.	This	Passover,	the	Haggadah	talks	about	“four	different	sorts	of	children.”Changes	to	any	religious	texts	are	noteworthy.	Oddly	enough,	perhaps	to	those	who	do	not	observe	Passover,	the	Haggadah	is	distributed	by	Maxwell	House,	the	coffee	company.	The	limited-edition	Haggadahs	will	be	exclusively	available	for	free	to
consumers	who	purchase	select	Maxwell	House	Coffee	products	through	Amazon.com	while	supplies	last.	photo	credit:	BLOOMBERG	NEWS	BLOOMBERG	NEWS	Maxwell	House	Coffee	has	teamed	up	with	the	producers	of	Amazon	Prime’s	critically	acclaimed	show	The	Marvelous	Mrs.	According	to	Maxwell	House,	the	current	version	debuted	in
2011	when	the	English	translation	was	updated	for	contemporary	audiences	for	the	first	time	since	the	company	first	distributed	the	books	in	1932.	You	can	choose	male	or	female	voices,	variable	speeds	and	dozens	of	languages	to	translate	to	or	from.	And	it	has	undergone	its	first	translation	since	it	was	originally	published	in	1932,	with	fusty
language	updated	and	gender	bias	removed.	Maxwell	House	secured	the	first	kosher-for-Passover	certification	for	coffee	in	1923.		With	50	million	copies	printed	over	the	past	eight	decades,	Maxwell	House’s	Haggadah	is	the	most	widely	used	Haggadah	in	the	world,	the	company	says.		The	company's	corporate	parent	Kraft	Heinz	could	use	some	of
the	divine	intervention	that	helped	the	Israelites	in	the	Passover	story.	Earlier	this	year,	the	packaged	food	giant	reportedly	hired	the	investment	bank	Credit	Suisse	to	review	strategic	options	for	Maxwell	House,	including	a	potential	sale.	One	million	of	the	58-page	Haggadot	are	being	printed,	and	on	the	first	night	of	Passover,	which	this	year	falls
on	April	18,	many	of	the	more	than	five	million	American	Jews	will	be	reading	the	revised	Haggadah,	though	many	copies	wind	up	in	Israel	and	other	countries.	Credit...Richard	Perry/The	New	York	TimesEveryone	can	read	off	the	same	page,	stained	though	it	might	be	with	horseradish	and	drops	of	Manischewitz	wine.	Using	this	service,	you	can
listen	to	the	audio	of	your	text	online,	and	you	have	the	option	to	download	a	WAV	file	or	MP3	audio	of	it.	It	was	created	by	Amy	Sherman-Palladino,	who	writes	and	produces	the	show	with	her	husband,	Daniel	Palladino.	These	come	from	a	wide	range	of	users,	including	those	who	have	downloaded	audio	versions	of	articles	to	listen	to	on	their
commutes	and	even	lawyers	who	use	the	site	to	listen	to	legal	briefs	and	interviews.	“There’s	nothing	unorthodox	about	this	translation,”	Mr.	Frisch	said.	According	to	Maxwell	House,	which	is	owned	by	Kraft	Heinz,	Amazon	executives	approached	the	company	about	a	partnership,	and	the	two	companies	came	up	with	the	idea	of	the	Maisel
Haggadah.	Because	it’s	a	free	service,	Text2Speech	gives	you	the	option	to	donate	to	help	support	its	efforts.Paralink	TTS	ConversionFor	a	robust	text-to-speech	and	translation	solution	in	a	simple	package,	take	a	look	at	Paralink’s	TTS	Voice	feature.	Polly	is	a	helpful	tool	that’s	worthwhile	if	you’re	in	the	market	for	a	text-to-speech	option	for	your
business	or	a	professional	website.	
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